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HOW TO MEMORIZHOW TO MEMORIZHOW TO MEMORIZHOW TO MEMORIZEEEE    THE QUR’AANTHE QUR’AANTHE QUR’AANTHE QUR’AAN    
 
 

(an easy & practical method) 
 

THE BEGINNING STEPSTHE BEGINNING STEPSTHE BEGINNING STEPSTHE BEGINNING STEPS::::    
 
There are a number of beginning steps that must be taken, and it may be that 
one cannot be successful without fulfilling these requirements.  

 
 

1st requirement: Sincerity (pure intention) 
 
It is essential to have a pure and sincere intention and a proper aim. One 
should learn the Qur’aan and pay attention to it for the sake of Allaah and 

attaining Paradise and earning the pleasure of Allaah.  
 
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): 
“So worship Allaah (Alone) by doing religious deeds sincerely for Allaah’s sake 
only. Surely, the religion (the worship and the obedience) is for Allaah only”  
[al-Zumar 39:2-3]. 
 

2nd requirement: Minimizing sins 
 
Allah subhannahu wa ta’ala said 
“And fear Allah and Allah will teach you” (AlBaqarah 282) 
 
Ibn Masood said “A man may lose knowledge due to a sin that he had 

committed”. 
 
Sins extinguish the light of the heart and cause a person to not be given 
success. So to fear Allah and have Allah teach you is a practical approach. The 
heart then is filled with the light of Emaan, and the soul is at ease with what 
Allah loves and the person prepares for this great affair of memorizing the 
Quraan. 
 

3rd requirement: A sincere commitment 
 
A person who is uncommitted and lazy will not be able to memorize the Quran. 
This matter needs a strong commitment and a person will no doubt have to give 
up some habits, and pick up new ones such as lightening their sleep and 
increasing their good deeds. 
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IMPORTANIMPORTANIMPORTANIMPORTANT RULES FOR MEMORIZING THE T RULES FOR MEMORIZING THE T RULES FOR MEMORIZING THE T RULES FOR MEMORIZING THE QUR’AANQUR’AANQUR’AANQUR’AAN::::    
 

 
Obtaining a good mus-haf: 
 
Student of Qur’aan should try to obtain a good copy of the Quraan whose size is 
according to her need and never ever replace it so that she will be strong in 
memorizing the parts of the pages and the lines.  
 
The Arabic mus-haf (i.e. not the Pakistani prints) should be chosen, as it is 
more suitable for memorization, due to the fact that each page starts with the 
beginning of a verse and ends with the ends of a verse. 

 

 
Keeping the same mus-haf: 
 
The student should have one mus-haf, from which they memorize and review.  
 
The student should maintain their mus-haf and avoid switching mus-hafs. 

 

 
Choosing a suitable time: 
 
The student must choose a suitable time for memorization and the most ideal & 
recommended time is after Fajr, after having completed the morning adhkaar 
(words of remembrance).  
 
The Prophet (s) informed us that Allaah has placed barakah (blessing) in the 
early part of the day. So, though one may sit for half an hour after Fajr or half 
an hour after Maghrib, she will accomplish more in the time after Fajr. 
 

 
Choosing a suitable place: 
 
The student must choose a suitable place to memorize. Ideally, the place should 
have all, or most of the following qualities 
 

� It should be a room free of pictures (as much as is possible). 
� It should be plain and simple. 
� It should not be in a place which will encourage sleep, like in the 

bedroom or close to the bed. 
 
Hence, memorization in "nature", contrary to what some may think, is actually 
not advisable, as the student will easily become distracted. 
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Observing the etiquette of Qur'aan: 
 
Wudoo’ (ablution) and complete purity – The student should make wudhoo' 
and maintain it. 

Facing the  Qiblah – and sit in a state of submission, tranquility and respect. 
 
 

 
Adhering to a daily Limit for Memorization: 
 

Student must set a daily limit for some verses of Surahs (Chapters) of the 
Qur'an that one wishes to memorize. This limit should be reasonable and 
possible to fulfill. It varies in its amount from one person to another.  
 
One should resist the temptation to move to a new portion of the Qur'an before 
perfecting the memorization of the current portion that agrees with the set limit. 
This is a disciplinary measure that helps one concentrate on one thing at a 
time, reducing interruption, and enabling one to firmly establish one's current 
portion in one's mind. 
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THE MEMORIZATION STEPSTHE MEMORIZATION STEPSTHE MEMORIZATION STEPSTHE MEMORIZATION STEPS::::    

     
Warm up: 
 
Once the student sits with the Qur’aan, she should begin the “warm up” 
process. It is the preparation where one reads a few pages/lines of the Quran 
before starting the memorization process. This is a fundamental component in 
preparing the self. 

 
The student should read the verses (or ½ page) that she intends to memorize, 
slowly and melodiously, paying close attention to Tajweed rules, proper 
makhaarij, etc.  
 
If the student does not understand Arabic, she should then read the meaning 
from the translated Qur'aan in English (or their language). 
 
Tip: Listen to a tape of a good reciter reciting that verses/½ page before starting the 
memorization. One may listen to it the previous day after 3Isha at-least 3 times. 

 
Once the student had read the verses/page (and meaning), then she should 
begin the process of memorization. 
 
Time Required: 5-10 minutes 

 

 
Methods of Memorization 
 

A. Memorize the verse: 
 

1. Read one verse 3-5 times. If the verse is long, divide it and read the 
first part of the verse. If the verse is very short, one can do 2 verses at a 
time.  
 

2. Then close the mus-haf and attempt the verse (or part of the verse) 
without looking. 
(If still unsure, look at it and carefully read it once more) 

 
3. Repeat it without looking 3-5 times. 
 

4. Then look at it one more time and read it, in order to make sure you 
memorized it correctly.  
 
5. Then close the mus-haf and recite it without looking one more time. 
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B. Connect the verses: 
 

1. Do the next verse in the same way.  
 
2. Then do verse 1 and 2 together without looking once. 

 
3. If you are successful, move on to verse 3. 

 
(But if you forget something, look at that part which you forgot and read it, then 
repeat that verse without looking once. 

Upon completing verse 2, you should repeat verses 1-2 once more) 

 
• You must be able to say them together without any mistake or hesitation 

before moving on to the next verse. 

 
4. Then do verse 3 the same way. 

 
5. and so on, until you finish your memorization assignment. 

 

 
C. Repeat the verses/½page thrice: 

 
Upon completing the verses recite them altogether 3 times. 
 
 
Time Required: 15-20 minutes 
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HELPFUL HELPFUL HELPFUL HELPFUL ACTIVITIES TO REINFORCE MEMORIZATION:ACTIVITIES TO REINFORCE MEMORIZATION:ACTIVITIES TO REINFORCE MEMORIZATION:ACTIVITIES TO REINFORCE MEMORIZATION: 

a. Reciting in superogatory prayers: 

Instead of reciting al-ikhlas, kawthar and al-nasr, recite from what you have 

memorized that day. If you have memorized 1/2 page, divide it into two and 
repeat it in your sunnah or nafl (superogatory) prayers throughout the day.  

 b. Reciting at all times: 

Think of all the times in your day where you are waiting for something: your at 
the bus stop waiting, in traffic jam waiting for signals to turn green, waiting in 
hospital for your appointment/turn, if you kept a qur'aan on you all of these 
periods could become moments for revising. (revision=key to strong 
memorization) 
 

c. Leading people in prayer: 

The ultimate test. This is what will show whether what you have memorized is 
deeply embedded in your mind, easily recalled, or whether it isn't.  
 

d. Listening to Qur’aanic recitations with tajweed: 

Use this as much as you can and have a set schedule. For example, say you 
have this much to memorize in a week, or this much to revise. Sometimes you 
will have heard recitation so much that when you come to memorize you'll find 
that you've already memorized it. 
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RULES WHICH ASSIST IN MEMORIZING THE QUR’AAN:RULES WHICH ASSIST IN MEMORIZING THE QUR’AAN:RULES WHICH ASSIST IN MEMORIZING THE QUR’AAN:RULES WHICH ASSIST IN MEMORIZING THE QUR’AAN:    

    
Adhering to a daily Limit for Memorization: 
 
Student must set a daily limit for some verses of Surahs (Chapters) of the 
Qur'aan that one wishes to memorize. This limit should be reasonable and 
possible to fulfill. It varies in its amount from one person to another.  
 
One should resist the temptation to move to a new portion of the Qur'aan before 
perfecting the memorization of the current portion that agrees with the set limit. 
This is a disciplinary measure that helps one concentrate on one thing at a 
time, reducing interruption, and enabling one to firmly establish one's current 
portion in one's mind. 
 
 

Not Surpassing One's Daily Limit until perfected its 
Memorization: 
 
It is not permissible for the student to move to a new portion of the Qur’aan 
until after he/she has perfected the memorization of his previous limit. This is 
so that whatever he/she has memorized is firmly established in his/her mind.  
 
He/she should not move onto his next portion of the Qur’aan, rather should 

continue on the second day with what he/she had started with the day before 
until the memorization becomes perfected. 
 
 

Understanding is the Way to Memorizing 
 
Among the things which greatly aid the process of memorization is 
understanding the verses that one has memorized and knowing their 
relationship and link, one to another.  
 
This is why it is recommended for the student to read the tafseer (explanation) 
of that verses/page which he/she desires to memorize. This makes it easier to 

memorize the verses.  
 
It is also necessary that the student does not depend on knowing the meaning 
of the verses alone in memorizing them. Rather the repetition of these verses 
should be the foundation. This should be done until the tongue can recite the 
verses even if the mind is occupied with other than the meaning of these verses. 
This is sign that the verses are firmly established in the mind.  
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Reciting to Others: 
 
It is necessary for the student not to depend on himself/herself for his 
memorization. Rather he/she should test his/her memorization by reciting the 
verses or soorah to somebody else, or he/she should recite them by following 

the mus-haf.  
 
It would be excellent if the student has with him/her a precise memorizer (who 
would test his memorization). This is so that the memorizer becomes aware of 
the possibility of his being forgetful or confused in his recitation (without 
knowing it).  
 

Many individuals who memorize a soorah make mistakes and a person may not 
realize that until he/she looks into the mus-haf. 
 
Furthermore, the one who desires to memorize may not realize by 
himself/herself at which place he/she makes an error in his recitation despite 
the fact that he/she may be reciting from a mus-haf. For this reason making 
others listen to his/her recitation of what he has memorized from the Quran is 
a means of perceiving and knowing these errors and being constantly aware of 

them. 
 
 

Constantly Returning to what one has memorized: 
 
The Qur’aan is different from any other material that is memorized such as 

poetry and prose. And this is because the Qur’aan is quickly lost from one’s 
mind. In fact the Messenger of Allaah (sas) said: "By Him in whose Hand is my 
soul, it is faster in escaping than a tied camel.”  Bukhaaree & Muslim. 
 
No sooner does the memorizer of the Qur’aan leave it for a while until the 
Qur’aan slips away from him and so he/she forgets it quickly. This is why it is 
necessary to constantly follow up what one has memorised and to be vigilant 
over it. The Messenger of Allaah sallallahu alayhi wassallam said: "Verily, the 

example of the owner of the Qur’aan is like the example of the owner of the tied 
camel. If he keeps it tied (commits himself to it) he will hold it back and if he 
lets it loose it will escape from him." 
 
And he also said: "Commit yourselves to the Qur’aan, for by Him in Whose 
Hand is my soul, it is faster in slipping away than a tied camel." [Reported by 
Bukhaaree and Muslim] 

 
This means that it is obligatory upon the memorizer of the Qur’aan to 
continuously recite what he/she has memorized from the Qur’aan.  
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Being Aware of the Resembling parts of the Qur’aan: 
 
The various parts of the Qur’aan resemble each other with respect to the 
meaning, wording and (repetition of) verses. The Exalted said: 
Allaah has sent down the most beautiful of speech, a Book, (parts of it) 
resembling (others) oft-repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver 
from it. Then their skins and their hearts soften to the remembrance of Allaah 
[Zumar 39:23].  
 
The Qur’aan has approximately six and a half-thousand verses. And there are 
approximately a thousand verses in which there is a resemblance of some sort. 

Sometimes there is agreement or difference due to a single lestronger or a word 
or two or more.  
 
For this reason it is necessary for the good reciter of the Qur’aan that he has 
special concern for the parts of the Qur’aan that resemble each other in terms 
of their wording. The excellence of one’s memorization will be according to the 
extent that one has concern for these resembling parts.  
 
 
 

Taking Advantage of the Golden years of memorizing: 
 
The successful one, inevitably, is the one who takes advantage of the best years 
of memorization and these are from the age of five to twenty-three 
approximately. A person's ability to memorize during these years is very good. 
In fact these are the golden years of memorizing. Therefore, it is necessary for a 
person to keep himself occupied during these years of his life, memorizing the 
Book of Allaah as much as he/she can. 
 
Committing things to memory at this age can be done very quickly. This is in 
opposition to what happens after this time when a person memorizes with 

difficulty and forgets with great speed.  
 
He spoke the truth who said: “Memorizing in youth is like engraving on stone 
and memorizing when old is like engraving on water.” 
 
Thus, it is necessary for all of us to take advantage of the golden years of 
memorizing. If we cannot then we should encourage our sons and daughters to 
do so. 

 

 
And with Allaah is success and prayers and peace be upon our Messenger 
Muhammad, upon his family and all his Companions. 
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[Excerpted & compiled from many sources] 

 

• “Best way to memorize the Qur’aan” by Dr. Yahya al-Ghouthani, Jeddah 
(world leading Quranic recitation authority) translated by Abu Muqatil. 

• “How to memorize Qur’aan” by Shaykh Ali Badahdah, translated by brother 

Malik.  

• “How to memorize the Qur’aan” by Shaykh Salih Munajjid, Islamqa.com 

• “How to memorize the Qur’aan, a practical method” from DhikrAllaah forum. 

• Abdur-Rahman Abdul Khaaliq's "Al-Qawaaid adh-Dhahabiyyah lil-Hifdh il-
Quran il-Adheem" translation by Amjad Muhammad Rafiq. 
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Student’s Record Book 

Daily schedule for the student of Qur’aan 
 

 

Student’s Name: 

Week 1 
Day New memorization 

(soorah & verse no) 

Review Recite to 

friend/family 

member 

Sunday    

Monday    

Tuesday    

Wednesday    

Thursday    

Friday  No new memorization. Review all the memorized amount * 

Saturday  * 

see sample (filled table) below 

 
*Student has to recite the entire memorized amount for that week to friend or family member 

Try to have a partner (friend/sister/mother) who is also doing the memorization  

and recite to each other. This will help you to be motivated and committed. 

 

 

Important Note:Important Note:Important Note:Important Note:    
• Start memorizing the soorah from the back/end of the Juzz.  

i.e., start from the last soorah…no.114, then 113, then 112, 111 & so on.  

  

• DO NOT exceed your daily memorization limit. Do not move on to another soorah 
until you have memorized the first soorah perfectly. 

 

Review:Review:Review:Review:    
Review must be done on a daily basis. Review the newest/latest memorized soorahs to 

make them strong. 
 

===================================== 
 

 

[Fill the form/table and write your daily memorized portion. This will help you insha-Allaah 
to be committed and determined] 
 

 


